HIGHWAY MASTERS SWIMMING NEWSLETTER 2011/2012 NO 1

Greetings to all Highway members and prospective members.

Welcome

Welcome to Dawn Rode, our latest member to join Highway Masters swimming Club. She has already swum a gala and some surf swims as a visitor. She completed her swim last Sunday as a Highway Masters Swimming club member member. 
Surf Swim Series
It was great to see some Highway members and friends at the Dolphin Mile Surf Swim on Sunday 5th June. Peta and Geoff Harrison, Sue Robinson, Bronwen Griffiths and their friends Glenda Badenhorst and Carolyn Diack as well Dawn Rode all completed the swim. Barbara Bowley assisted with registration and Ann Gray took photos.
The next Surf Swim is on Sunday 19th June. Registration at Marine Surf Life Saving Club near 
uShaka. Beach.
Polar Bear Swim Challenge
For those of you going to be in the Central Berg on Saturday 25th June, how about challenging yourself to the Polar Bear Swim at 12 noon at Dragon Peaks resort? Swim 100m in water of about 11 degrees C. All profits go to the Estcourt SPCA. It costs only R40.00 and includes a certificate and soup and a roll and a chance to win one of the many lucky draw prizes. Contact Mama Bear 082 8280401 For accommodation contact Dragon Peaks 036 4681031 or Central Drakensberg Info Centre 036 4881207 or Cathkin Park Reservations 082 7801356
Swem, Sop and Sherry
This takes place on Saturday 30th July at 13h00 for 13h30 at the Northridge Mall Virgin Active Gym, Bloemfontein. 50m and 25m races. An entry form is attached.

It is a fundraiser for Free State masters, and they are desperately trying to grow Masters swimming in their region. The cost is R200.00 per person. Tel 082 9005698 or e mail ptc@lantic.net
HIGHWAY MASTERS SWIMMING CLUB FEES 2011/2012

Highway Masters Swimming Fees are as follows for the coming season. This includes all the affiliation fees to the various bodies.

2011/2012

KZN Masters Swimming Assoc        R150.00


(Up R100.00 Pool Hire etc)


SSA (Swim South Africa) 
         R130.00


(Up R30.00)

SAMS SA Masters Swimming
           R90.00


(No Change)

Highway Masters Swim                       R60.00


(No Change)




         Total= R430.00

However swimmers who will be swimming in Open Water Events ONLY need only pay R20.00 to Highway, making their total fee R390.00

PAYMENT OF FEES

Early bird registration for SAMS closes on 31st July. In order to be in line for the lucky draw to have your SAMS fees refunded please make sure that your fees are paid to the Highway Account by 15th July 2011.

The final cut off for current swimmers to re- register is 31st August. Please make sure that the fees are paid into the Highway account by 15th August in order to reach SAMS in time.

Swimmers registering for the first time have until the 31st January (Payment date to reach Highway Account by 15th January) in order for them to swim in KZN Championships and SA Masters Swimming Championships.

Banking Account Details

Highway Masters Swimming Club

First National Bank

Westville Branch 223526

Account 62057218359

Ref: Your name and surname

Heather Goldstein then pays to Les Tooms, the KZN Masters Swimming Sec who then forwards payments to SAMS and SSA.

If you pay by internet, please fill in the “notification” and inform Heather Goldstein either by e mail goldsteinh@mweb.co.za or sms 084 2064484. If paying directly at a bank please inform Heather that you have made the payment.
KWAZULU-NATAL MASTERS SWIMMING ASSOCIATION BY- LAWS

KWA ZULU NATAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

· In order to qualify for entry to the KwaZulu – Natal Championship, any registered club member shall have competed in a minimum of one Masters Club gala/competition during the current season.
· Any swimmer wishing to compete in the KwaZulu- Natal Championships who has not registered with an affiliated club prior to the KZN Championships, shall apply for membership of an affiliated club before being permitted to swim, and shall be liable for the full season’s membership fee.
· Only members of affiliated clubs who have competed in the KZN Championships shall be eligible to compete in the SA Masters National Championships.
We have included the By – Laws about gala attendance as we would like more swimmers to attend galas more frequently. The KZN Masters Swimming Committee is fully aware that many swimmers have church, cycling, running and family commitments on a Sunday. For this reason the KZN Masters Swimming Committee is going to try to hold 2 galas on a Saturday afternoon/sunset.

Ideally we would like to encourage swimmers to attend 2 of the monthly galas and at least one of the days of the KZN Champs.

With the increase in swimming fees, we realise that some people might not have budgeted for this. Please feel free to contact either Heather Goldstein (084 2064484) or myself, Ann (082 8280401)

SA MASTERS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 14th – 18th March 2012

These will be taking place at the University Of The Western Cape Pool In Modderdam Road In Bellville. The pool events will start during the afternoon of 14th March and end 17th March. The Open Water swim will take place in Elgin on Sunday 18th March.

KZN has been looking at various options of accommodation from self- cater units to Lodges, B and B’s. It will probably end up with people sorting out their own accommodation, as it is extremely difficult to please everyone. (We were so fortunate in Oudtshoorn to have accommodation for most of KZN Swimmers right next to the pool.) A list of accommodation options has been sent to you (09/06/2011).

Please make your own bookings as many of you have different budgets, RCI points, Flexi club points etc, friends, relatives. For more economical self cater units try Serengeti Self –Cater Units
www.wheretostay.co.za  then click on  Bellville and look for Serengeti. E mail sleep@schon.co.za or telephone 021 9196888. 
Others might prefer more upmarket guest houses, Protea Hotels and Town Lodges. Some swimmers are staying at Serengeti for2 nights and then using Time share points for next 3 nights.
Look out for flight specials on Kulula and Mango.

The final program should be out by end August.

My advice is to book your accommodation now.

Flight Info (as at 11/06/2011)

Mango Airlines DBN – CT Wed.14th March 2012

7.35, 12.15 and 16.15   (about R674.00)


  CT – DBN Sun 18th March 2012                      9.00, 12.10 and 18.20   


  CT – DBN Mon 19th March 2012

10.15 and 15.00
   
 Booking not yet open for Mango 
Kulula Airlines DBN – CT Wed 14th March 2012

13.10      (about R499.00)


                      
CT – DBN Sun 18th March 2012

9.35
   (R499.00)


CT – DBN Mon 19th March 2012

10.35      (R499.00)

Bookings for Kulula flights for our dates opens next week, 6 months in advance.

You might have to combine a Mango flight down if 800m or 400 IM on Wed afternoon and Kulula back home.

There are sometimes specials so look out for them.  Kulula and Mango
Snippets
· Our condolences to Annette Thatcher and her brothers Tony, Eddie and Ray Baker on the passing away of their mother recently. Annette came out from England to nurse her mother. She has returned to England but will be back in SA in March next year for our SA National swimming Champs in Bellville.

· Bon Voyage Geoff and Peta Harrison as they go on their Swim Trek Swimming Tour to swim in Greece and then explore Turkey. They leave on Thursday 23rd June.
Cheers for now

Ann Gray

Highway Masters Swimming PRO
.

